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NOTICES

Bar Examining Committee

At its meeting on April 5, 2019, the Connecticut Bar Examining Committee voted
to amend Article VI-9 of its Regulations regarding inquiries into the mental health
of applicants and the protocol for inquiries into the health diagnosis or drug or alcohol
dependence of applicants.

Jessica F. Kallipolites
Administrative Director
Connecticut Bar Examining Committee

ARTICLE VI

GUIDELINES FOR ASSESSMENT OF CHARACTER AND FITNESS
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Art. VI-9. PROTOCOL FOR INQUIRY INTO HEALTH DIAGNOSIS OR
DRUG OR ALCOHOL DEPENDENCE.

(a) Basis for Inquiry into Health Diagnosis or Drug or Alcohol Dependence. Any
inquiry about a health diagnosis, drug or alcohol dependence, or treatment for either
can occur only if it appears that the applicant has engaged in conduct that calls into
question the person’s good moral character and/or fitness to practice law and (1)
the health diagnosis, drug or alcohol dependence, or treatment information was dis-
closed voluntarily to explain the conduct or as a voluntary response to any question
on the application or follow-up inquiry by the Committee or (2) the Committee
learns from a third-party source that the health diagnosis, drug or alcohol dependence,
or treatment was raised as an explanation for the conduct.

(b) Scope of Inquiry into Health Diagnosis or Drug or Alcohol Dependence.
When a basis for an inquiry by the Committee has been established, any such inquiry
must be narrowly, reasonably, and individually tailored and adhere to the following:

(1) The first inquiry will be to request statements from the applicant;

(2) Following completion of the above inquiry, additional statements may be
requested from treatment providers if reasonably deemed necessary by the Commit-

tee. The statements of the treatment providers shall be accorded appropriate weight:;
and

3) In those cases in which the statements from the applicant and treatment
providers do not resolve reasonable concerns about the applicant’s good moral char-
acter and/or fitness to practice law, the Committee may seek medical or treatment

records by way of narrowly tailored requests in preparation for an Independent Medi-
cal Evaluation.

(c) Any testimony or records from medical or other treatment providers may be
admitted into evidence at a formal hearing and transmitted with the record on review
to the court. Records and testimony regarding the applicant’s fitness shall otherwise
be kept confidential in all respects.




